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Children’s names and grades:  
 Will – age 3; Enzler – 7th Grade; Kennady – 9th Grade 

 
How long have you lived in the school district?  

 We moved in January of 2013 to Springville when Kennady was in second grade and Enzler was in 

kindergarten.   

 
What motivates you to become a board member?   

 My three motivators for becoming a board member are a passion for helping others, providing 

leadership, and ensuring equity in learning opportunities.  I have been passionate about education 

since I was a little girl.  From a young age I knew I was happiest when I was helping a friend who had 

special needs.  These happy times in my childhood led to a passion for working with students with 

special needs, and led me to an education in that field.  My experience in education took me from 

impacting students in my classroom, to becoming a district leader of over 8000 students.   

 My second motivator is leadership.  I work hard at being a role model to my children.  Living in a small 

community, we all have the opportunity to show leadership in various ways.  Some are able to show 

their leadership through coaching sports in schools, others show their leadership through the 

volunteer work they do, and some show their leadership by showing up to their child’s activities when 

they have a million other things they could be doing.  Our children see how each of our families are 

able to show leadership in their community.  With my experience in education, being on the Springville 

School Board will give me the chance to model leadership. 

 My third motivator is equity.  Springville continues to become a diverse community.  As Springville 

grows, I want to ensure an equitable environment for our students.  To me, an equitable environment 

goes beyond providing individual student supports for the opportunity of equal access to an education.  

An equitable environment should be an environment where there aren’t any barriers to education and 

individual supports and accommodations aren’t needed because all systemic barriers have been 

removed.  Meaning, as we plan for an educational environment, whether that be district, school or 

classroom based, all students are thought of first and the environment is created to meet the needs of 

everyone. 

 
In what school or district activities have you been involved?  

 My husband and I understand what it means to be a part of a small community.  Small communities 

require contributions of time.  My husband and I are a team.  We support each other to be the best 

people we can be and therefore we divide our school and district activities based upon our interests.  

It’s impossible to answer this question without answering what he does as well for the Springville 

District.  You will see us both in the stands at our kids’ games and archery events, behind the 

concession stand to help raise money for school activities, and attending the multitude of school 

events.  When I was working part time, I was able to be a weekly volunteer in my kids’ classrooms.  I 

have assisted with Boy Scouts and was on the Bond Advisory Committee.  My husband Chris has been 

Treasurer of Springville Booster Club and has coached youth sports for many years. 
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What particular skills or experiences qualify you to serve as a school board member?  
 I graduated from Loras College in 2002 with a BA in Early Childhood Special Education.  I have worked 

at Linn-Mar Community School District as a special education and general education teacher.  I 

obtained a Master of Medical Science degree as a Child Development Specialist; and went to Grant 

Wood AEA as a Special Education Consultant for Linn-Mar.  I then earned a master’s degree in School 

Administration and have been a school administrator for the last 7 years between Clear Creek-Amana 

and Linn Mar. 

  
What are 2-3 strengths of which our district can be proud?  Why do you see these as strengths? 

 A large strength of the Springville School District is the opportunity for students to participate in any activity 

they would like to participate in.  I was amazed when we moved here and the families asked what our kids 

wanted to be involved in.  Then they coordinated schedules to allow for school sports, youth sports, and dance 

practice.  That is so rare to find! 

 This leads me to the second strength being community.  It is so wonderful to walk into a setting and have our 

children recognized and spoken to from everyone we walk past.  If someone needs anything within our 

community, everyone steps up.  We have a true sense of belonging here at Springville. 

 The third strength I will touch upon is the support of the District around Professional Learning Communities.  In 

education, one of the biggest factors of student success is the ability for the teachers to collaborate around 

student learning.  This takes place in the form of Professional Learning Communities.  For the District to take the 

stance and even go as far as early out Wednesday’s shows their belief and commitment to student success! 

What are 2-3 needs that you believe must be priorities for our district to address?  Why do you see these as 
needs?  

 No District should ever settle for being “good” or even being “great.”  If we settle here, then we aren’t 

challenging ourselves to be greatER.  So, if there is any area to improve in, it would be to always do 

better than the previous year in whatever goals we set as a District. 

 
What are the leadership responsibilities of school board members?  

 I believe the leadership responsibility of the school board is to be the voice of our students, parents 

and community.  But ultimately, any decisions made by the school board need to be addressed 

through the question, “Is this best for our students?”  If the answer is “yes”, then I believe it is the 

school board’s responsibility to find ways to make this happen. 

   
What do you believe are the most important characteristics of an effective schoolboard?   

 I believe the most important characteristic of an effective schoolboard is one that has a presence within the 
schools.  It is hard for anyone to make decisions without seeing first hand the current reality.  This may come in 
the form of attending various activities, volunteering in the school, or asking questions of all the stakeholders 
within our school community. 

 Another important characteristic of an effective schoolboard is to have open dialogue about all our viewpoints.  
The schoolboard is a collection of various voices and even though we might not all agree, it is important that we 

speak our thoughts to each other to understand these various viewpoints.  There will be times that the 
schoolboard members might not agree, but ultimately the board’s decisions should take priority and 
be supported by the schoolboard members when out in the community. 
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Do you believe that regular attendance at school board meetings and participation in board learning should 
be a priority for school board members?  

 Absolutely.  A school board member needs all the information in order to make educated decisions.  
This would be very difficult to do if regular attendance does not occur.  Also, as mentioned before, the 
school board should be making decisions on what is best for students within the context of the 
district’s current reality.  It is through attending school board meetings and through board learning 
that we would hear and learn about these items. 

 If elected, what would you hope would be key accomplishments of the board during our years of service?  
 I firmly believe the board needs to be looking at space issues that are again taking place in our schools.  

It saddens me to see our beautiful new elementary school already being too small to hold our 

preschools.  I really think this would be a key accomplishment of the board. 

 
Additional comments:  

 I would just add that Springville does a great job of letting their voices be heard.  I would encourage for 
your “voice” to be heard at the election on November 5th so please get out and vote!  Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 


